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R ussell Workman Obituary
A graveside ceremony honoring Russell Workman with U.S. Army military

honors will be held 1 PM Wednesday, January 11, 2023, at the Seabolt Cemetery in
Sequoyah County, Oklahoma. The family will receive visitors from 6-8 PM Tuesday
at Bixby-South Tulsa Funeral Service, 13307 S. Memorial Drive in Bixby. Russell
passed away Thursday, January 5, 2023 at his Pawnee residence. He was 96 years old.
Born December 15, 1926 in Short, Oklahoma, a small community near the Arkansas
state line, Russell was the son of Jess and Martha (Hamilton) Workman. The 3rd of 8
children, Russell grew up on a Sequoyah County farm in a hard-working family. The
Workman family grew their own crops, beef, and started their days before dawn,
milking their own dairy cows. Many fond memories were made riding their horses
and mules to Uniontown for a day at the cinema. Russell’s mother died when he was
16. He was drafted into the U.S. Army just a couple years later. He served honorably
while stationed in Alaska. Following his military tenure, Russell spent some time as a
professional rancher alongside his brother, Curtis. He would marry Velma Phelps, his
longtime sweetheart, on December 26, 1950 in Ft. Smith, Arkansas. This union gave
birth to three children, Karen, Susan, and Helen. A remarkable man, Russell was a
loving husband and father to his family. Russell worked in construction throughout
most of his lifetime. He began working for Flintco Construction in 1957 and retired
with over 31 years of service to the company. Russell worked on most every building
in downtown Tulsa through the years - and participated in several remodeling
projects at the Hillcrest Medical Center. Russell was especially proud of his
participation in the setting the Native American statue in Woodward Park. An avid
coon hunter, Russell earned numerous trophies and prizes for the dogs that he raised
and trained. His dogs were in high demand as he shipped them all over the country.
Russell retired early at the age of 62 to diligently care for his wife, prior to her passing
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in 1998. There is no doubt the couple is now reunited together in heaven. Surviving
family include Russell’s three children, Karen Bevard and her husband, Roger, Susan
Barrows and her husband David, and Helen Workman; grandchildren, Jamie Bevard,
his wife Judi, Cristan Webb, her husband Galen, and Russell Back; his grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, Sonny Bevard, Patience Bevard, Braden Webb, Isaac Webb,
Wryatt Back, Mykayla Campbell, and Huxley Chochran; his brother, Eddie Workman
and sister, Wanda Hyatt-Roden. Russell was preceded in death by his parents; and
five siblings, Pat Workman, Elmer Workman, Curtis Workman, Edyth Winthrow,
and Imogene Prince.

To send flowers
to the family or plant a tree
in memory of Russell Workman, please visit our floral store.

Read More
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Tribute Wall Russell Workman

DEC 15, 1926 - JAN 5, 2023

Annette Gash & Tye Farris posted:

Small spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Russell Workman by Annette Gash & Tye Farris.
Send FlowersThis is to go to Helen Workman.Sorry for your loss. We love ya!!lAnnette Gash & Tye
Farris

April 22 at 7:31 AM

Debbie King posted:

Helen, | am so sorry to hear this. Your Dad was one of the toughest, yet sweetest souls | ever had the
pleasure to meet. | was so impressed by him! You take a lot after him, and | know you don't mind
hearing that one bit! Condolences to you and your family.

January 10 at 12:49 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Russell by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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